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lOTfiRNiTIONoL  MIUTiJDf  TflIBUN4*L  POf;  THE  EU.ST 


THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  xuprt(»^ 


Having  first  duly  svor&an  oath  as  on  attach 
accordance  with  the  Froceduro  followed  in  ny  coun1 
as  follows* 

1*  I,  Marquis  rilBCHi>Ti>  Tadatoka  was  ncninetod  a 
of  Peers  in  accordance  with  the  Law,  pertaining  t< 
Article  III  on  Decenber  11,  1909.  I  served  in  the 
cations  in  I9II  and  Mccessively  served  as  Chief  0 
Bureau,  Chief  of  the  Mercantile  Marine  Bureau  and 
Marine  Court  of  Inquiry,  On  Bepteobor  17,  I932,  1 
Steward  to  Hbr  Majesty  the  Bmprass  Dowager  and  eon( 
Chambarlain,  in  jrhich  post  I  ronainod  for  I3  yoar) 

I 

1945*  I  am  fully  acquainted  with  Court  affairs,  tl 
service  close  to  the  Throne,  Whereas  the  lord  Ko. 
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audience  with  the  £mporor  when  sumaoned,  I  was  in  constant  attendance 


2*  MQr(iuis  KIDO  is  one  of  ny  old  friends  s.inoo  cur  Beors  School 
days*  In  both  public  and  priwate  life*  we  have  been  very  close. 
In  public  lifo«  we  were  associated  with  each  other  as  govornoent 


officials. 

In  1917  whea  the  Shinaikai  was  sot  up  by  Marquis  gtSiKI  and  others 
undor  the  auspices  of  Count  AKIMa  in  connection  with  the  study  of  the 
labor  question,  including  education  of  the  workers.  I  was  connected 
with  it  together  with  Marquis  KIDO. 

The  Juichl  Kai  (Triple  Eleventh  i»03ooiation)  of  which  I  was  a  monbor 
was  crganizod  by  llarquis  KIDO,  Viscount  ODA  and  others  in  the  11th 
years  of  the  Taisho  Era  (1922).  It  was  conposed  of  about  fifteen 
close  friends  who  oet  once  a  aonth  socially  for  the  purpose  of  ex¬ 
change  of  information  and  mutual  enllghtnont.  The  Association  kept 
up  jt s  activities  even  during  the  war.  i^hon  I  was  transferred  to  the 
Imperial  Household  ifepartnent,  Marqula  KIDO  was  serving  as  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Ibrivy  Seal.  My  acquaintanceship 
with  the  Marquis  further  increased  later  when  ho  served  in  the 
Imperial  Household  Deportment  as  President  of  the  Board  of  Dserage  and 
also  as  Lord  Keeper  of  the  BJrivy  Soal,  thus  taking  charge  ot  Court 
affairs  as  I  did.  In  short,  I  am  fully  acquainted  with  the  conduct 
character  and  principles  of  Marquis  KIDO  both  fren  his  public  and 
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^4^  Doo,  ^2248 
private  life* 

3,  Uarquis  KIDO'a  graoifathor  is  the  fonous  KIDO  Takajroshi  o“®  ^ 
the  three  greatest  nen  during  the  Moijl  Restoration  of  1866.  .who 
were  responsible  for  the  destruction  of  the  feudal  systeo  and  the 
establishment  of  constitutional  goveriinent.  His  father,  Marquis 
KIDO  Takanasa  studied  about  three  years  in  innerica  early  in  the,  Moijl 
Ere  when  young  and  was  appointed  Master  of  Cerenonios  of  the  Imperial 
Household  Departnwnt  on  his  return  from  Imerica.  As  Master  of  Cere¬ 
monies,  ho  took  charge  of  reca^ion  of  various  diplcmatic  ettvoys,  sent 

from  abroad,  «hen  the  Jubillee  celebration  took  place  in  England,  he 
% 

was  auot«  the  suite  for  the  Japanese  Prince  of  the  blood,  who  was  dis¬ 
patched  by  the  Bnperor  to  England  to  take  part  in  the  celebrations. 

In  consoquence,  ho  was  familiar  with  the  international  atraosphore. 

On  his  return  home  from  England,  ho  was  appointed  by  the  Emperor 
Meiji  as  Grand  Chamberlain  to  the  Crown  Prince,  who  lator  succoaded 
to  the  Throne  as  the  Enperor  Taisho,  Eraa  his  education  and  official 
career.  Marquis  EIDO  Takamosa  was  well  versed  in  international  affairs. 
Accordingly,  Marquis  KHX)  was  born  and  bred  in  a  heme,  having  an 
international  and  peaceful  atmosphere  .which  gave  birth  to  and  fostered 
'  his  peaceful  ideas  and  principles, 

4,  Ercm  EV  association  with  him,  and  from  his  talks  with  me  Ilaiow 
Marquis  KEDO  has  democratic  ideas,  having  a  full  understanding  of  labor 


Questiona*  eduoation^  national  eoooooloa  and  allied  aubjoets* 

Marguia  KISO  and  the  late  f^inoe  KONOVS  Tunioaro  nay  be  veil  called 
noat  oloeo  dieoiplaa  of  the  late  ^inoe  SiJONJI  Klsiaoohl'*  Both  cf 
them  oonaiatently  acted,  guided  by  pecifiam  and  conatitutionalian, 
which  were  enbreced  by  ^ince  Si.I0NJl*  Arince  KONOSfS  waa  an  idealiat, 
while  Merquia  KIDO  oay  be  called  a  roaliat,  Uia  Judgnont  waa  inwar i*e 
bly  inpaaeive,  free  frcm  being  effected  by  aentiioent,  and  alwaya  to  the 
point*  He  waa  deliberate  in  council  and  quick  in  action*  7cr  thoao 
strong  points  was  ho  noted  while  sorvii^  as  Chief  Secretary  to  the 

Lord  Keeper  of  tijs  l^rivy  Seal,  which  post  was  hold  by  ®ount  ILJCINO 

/ 

Nobuaki,  who  paid  as  much  respect  to  the  Oonstitution  and  naintonanoe 
of  international  relations  as  jPrinco  SmIONJI  did*  He  was  also  a  success 


f\xl  and  popular  Chief  Secrotoiry  to  the  Lord  Keeper  of  the  £rivy  Seal 
for  another  six  years  under  Viscount  SiblTO  Minoru,  who  succeeded  to 
Count  kuJQNO  as  Lord  Keeper  cf  the  Privy  Seal  and  who  was  assassinated 
during  the  February  26th  incident  in  193^  a  pacifist  and  proxinerlcan 
and  pro«British  advocate  as  Prince  S*J0NJ1  and  Count  LLiClNO  wore  accused 
to  be.  He  was  recognized  to  be  the  most  qualified  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Keeper  cf  the  Ptivy  Seal* 


5,  During  the  Pebruaiy  26th  incident,  in  rhich  Viscount  Saito,  Lord 
Keeper  cf  the  Privy  Seal  \7a8  assassinated,  i>dmiral  Suzuki,  Grand 
Ohamborlain  \7a8  seriously  injured,  and  i^iral  QKiDi.,  ft-lno  Minister 
was  no  in  a  position  to  attend  office,  Marquis  KIDO  ably  assisted 
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Baron  IKKI  KitokurOt  Aresidant  of  the  ft'iTy  Aounell  and  Mr*  YlUiSi* 
Kuxaheit  Minister  of  the  Zaperial  Household  to  oope  affeetively  with 
the  alansin^  situation*  Bather  than  be  prcmoted  to  Lord  Keeper  of 
the  IVivy  deal|  Marquis  KILO  suggested  Mr*  liuTSULu*llW  Tsunoo* 
iobassador  to  Snglandi  who  had  Just  returned  boras  from  London*  as 
the  new  Lox^d  Keeper  of  ^ the  Srivy  Seel  in  suoodjsion  to  the  late 
Viscount  &JTO  MINOHU*  Mr*  MiiTSUEiiilRjm*  hooever  deollned  the  offer 


on  the  ground  that  he  was  not  acquainted  with  political  affair  s  at 


boras  as  he  had  been  abroad  for  a  long  tiue*  but  he  oxrressed  his 
willingnsss  to  aooept  the  portfolio  of  the  Inpcrial  Household*  as 


he  was  aequainted  with  some  Oourt  affairs*  Henoe  Mr*  YUmSA  Kurahoi 


Minister  of  the  Imperial  Household  was  appointed  Lord  Keeper  of  the 
Privy  Seal*  and  Mr*  MbTSULi<lH^  Tsuneo*  was  appointed  suooessor  to 
Mr*  YUuS&^Kurahei  Minister  of  the  Imperial  Household  Mr*  HIHOT*  Koki 


upon  roocnraendation  of  IVinoe  Si*I0NJI  was  Cocraanded  ty  the  Smporor  to 


form  a  suooeeding  Cabinet  following  the  incident*  notwithstanding  the 


iony'e  demand  to  the  oontrazy* 


6*  It  was  in  June*  1940  that  Marquis  KILO  was  appointed  Lord  Keeper 
of  the  Privy  Seal*  When  Mr*  YUiAi*  Kurahoi  manifested  his  intention 


to  rosign  as  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Srivy  Seal  on  the  ground  thot  he 


oould  not  fulfill  bis  duty  to  be  in  constant  attendanoe  on  the 


Smporor  and  offjer  His  Majesty  oounsel  as  bo  had  been  suffering  frcra 
an  illness  for  ^the  pest  several  months*  I^inoe  KQNOYX*  Baron  HUUHOLIi* 
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Baron  ^  Itornuia  UDO  vara  raentioMd  at  hia  auooeaaor. 

la  Tioff  of  tba  natura  of  the  poet  inrolvod*  hoaaver*  Mp,  fi^TSUlIblRM 
TsuoeOy  iilaiater  of  the  Znperlal  Uoueehold*  dooided  to  rooocxaeod 
Harquia  iCUK)*  ahioh  tma  alao  the  unaaimoua  opinions  of  Ur*  YU^S/k*< 
otttgoii^  Xford  Keeper  of  the  ftrivy  Seal*  ftrinoe  Si*I0NJl  Klmoobi  and 
Ulniater  YCN*J,  aho  aara  both  generally  looked  upon  aa  pacifists, 
oivilian  leaders*  and  leaders  of  the  pro^ritish  and  pro-Uciorioaa 
faction*  It  aaa  ny  observation  and  also  that  of  his  rooccnondors 
that  froo  his  record  as  Chief  Secretory  to  the  Lord  Keopor  of  the 
ft*ivy  Seal  that  his  ideas  and  principles  aero  based  upon  observance 
of  the  Oonotitution,  respect  for  the  Diet,  and  friendly  relationship 


with  foreign  poaers 


7,  Hia  Majesty  tho  Bnporor  was  Frinee  Hegent  when  young,  and  when 
he  ascended  the  Throne,  naintenanoe  of  international  peace  and  res¬ 
pect  for  the  Constitution  have  been  oonsistantly  tho  key  noto  of  Hie 
Majesty's  ideas*  Ptinoe  S*.ICNJI,  Cenro  and  Count  who  wore 

close  to  tho  Throne  guided  tho  Kmporor  when  he  was  young,  on  the 
basis  of  those  ideas*  Marquis  IQDO  during  his  tenxire  of  office  as 
Lord  Keopor  of  the  Privy  Seal  offered  counsel  to  the  Saperor  with 
these  ideas  in  mind  which  he  expqpossod  to  no  at  various  tines. 
Thi*  la  clear  frcD  the  fact  that  Imperial  messages,  granted  to  tho 
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m.  Doe*  ^  22hd 

OoQStitutiooal  provisioDfl*  or  *Xnperial  solioitudo  for  usinteoanoo 
of  iatoroatlohal  peace**  Aa  it  waSf  howevert  such  was  the  over- 
fdxelmlng  influeDOOt  wielded  hy  the  Ansvt  both  Institutionally  and 
practically  that  the  Oonreroacnt  was  coerced  to  wage  various  ware 
since  tho  Manchurian  incident*  But  oonethelees  the  ibperor  re¬ 
gretted  the  outbreak  of  wars*  and  was  always  anxious  to  prevent 
hoetilitios  froo  further  spreading*  ^or  instance,  at  the  Maw  Year 
Poetry  Contest  at  the  laperial  Court  in  January*  1940  in  the  laldet 
of  the  China  ikffair  and  the  year  preceding  the  Pacific  Jar*  the 
Soperor  composed  the  following  poem 

"Nishi  higashi  • 

•Mutsudi  Kawashite 
■Sakayukan 
*Yo-o  koso  inore 
*Toshioo  hajijQBni** 

(Q^et  and  east 
In  mutual  friendship  and 
nxtual  prosperity 
Is  the  proyor  offered 
With  the  advent  of  the  Maw  Year** 

This  poem  testifies  to  His  Majesty's  frame  of  mind,  and  I  know  from 
conversations  with  Marquis  KIDO  that  ho  was  like-mindod*  Had  there 
been  a  divergence  of  views  between  the  ftaperor  and  Marquis  KIDO*  as 
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8.  Th,  iffico  of  Lord  Koopor  ot  th.  Rrlry  so»i  noo  i« 

,  oorUr  in  tho  UoUl  *ra  for  tho  oak.  of  Irlnoo  SUDO  Sonotc=d.  id.o  had 
rendozad  Mrltorloua  oorrlooo  to  the  State  during  the  Moljl  Beatopa 
tlon  of  1868.  On  tho  beelo  of  w  eotunl  oheorvetlon.  let  m  aentlon 
the  or  edTloe  offered  hy  the  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Frl.>y  Seal  to 

the  fcperor.  The  hohltau  «  edrioe  offered  h,  the  Urd  Xaeper  of  the 
JM,y  Seel  to  the  toperor  ima  of  e  pa.elTe  nature.  He  one  called  upon 
to  he  almnre  oloeo  to  the  Throne  end  gather  Infonnatlon  end  date  to 
he  emhltted  to  the  feteror  for  Infomatlon.  Ho  would  reply  to  any 
iBpertal  Inclrlee.  *<r  inatanee.  In  oaae  there  wea  found  to  be  a 
eentredletlon  het«en  reporta  autoitted  ti  tho  fcphror.  he  In  reaponae 
-  _ a-t  taniiiA  flubnit  his  views  to  tho  toperor  that  it 
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Iaw  govornlng  the  organization  of  the  loperinl  nottsehoia  *^pBrzao 
are  roaponaiblo  for  offering  their  hohitau  or  adtioe  to  the  Eaperori 
but  tho  oounadl  or  hohitau.  offered  by  the  Lord  Keeper  of  the  ftrivy 
Seal  to  the  Sbperor  was  entirely  different  in  nature  and  effect  frcn 
that  offered  by  then.  Replies  giren  in  response  to  Imperial  inguiries 
or  TiewB  submitted  by  tbs  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Priey  Seal  to  the 
annsror  on  State  or  Court  affairs  were  intendod  only  for  information 
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the  Imperor  oerer  iDf luenoed  the  aotual  conduct  of  State  affaire  or 
the  fGsmitotlon  of  national  policies*  Iknow  of  no  instance  where 
MaxHluis  KIDO  did  so* 


9,  Hare  let  ms  refer  to  the  constant  solicitude  of  the  Emperor 
and  Marijuis  KUK)  for  maintenance  of  peace  not  only  in  pre-war  daySf 
but  also  ewen  during  the  war*  ^  most  saliont  case  in  point  was  the 
formation  of  the  TOJO  Cabinet*  In  oaunandins  General  TOJO  to  form 
a  succeeding  Cabinet*  the  Emperor  and  Uarauis  KIDO  were  actuated  by 
the  desire  to  scrap  the  decision  of  the  Imp-jrial  conferonce  of 
September  6,  1941  in  favor  of  war  with  Sirica  and  to  make  eleventh 
hour  efforts  for  bringing  the  negotiation  with  America  to  an  amicable 
conclusion  (Even  at  the  Imperial  conference  of  September  6*  His 
Majesty  read  aloud  the  poem  composed  by  the  Emperor  Maiji  on  the 
•Yonono  %ii*  (Universal  Brotherhood),  thereby  expressing  his  hope  for 
peace)* 

I  know  from  conversations  with  the  Emperor  about  Oct*  17*  1941 
that  KIDO  said  that  scrapping  of  the  deo^ion  of  the  Imperial  Oonia*.ji 
rence  of  September  6  called  for  the  fomnation  of  a  succeeding  Oabinat 
by  a  statemsman  who  not  only  attended  the  said  Conference  personally 
AAnufiintftd  with  the  inside  oircumstenoafl,  but  further- 
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brought  to  an  amioable  oomAluaiont  Ho  vaa  Intereatod  in  reoommending 
a  ftriflB  Minister  who  would  fully  oonaidei'  the  intentions  of  the  Nevy, 
whioh  was  opposed  to  war  with  imsrloa.  In  coaeetiuancet  TOJO  was 


eomaanded  by  the  Bmperor  to  form  a  new  Cabinet  as  fulfilling  the 
abcwe  oonditionsaod  on  the  assumption  that  he  would  be  able  to 
bring  the  negotiation  with  imerioa  to  an  amicable  coneluaion  in 


pursuance  of  Imperial  wishes^  if  only  sees  conditions  \7are  laid  down 
by  His  Majesty  in  forming  the  Cabinet.  In  fc>r::>:ing  the  new  Cabinet » 
therefore,  tho  Bmpex'or  granted  c  gracious  monsag?  to  Cenerel  TOJC, 
instructing  him,  firjt  to  oboerve  the  Constitution,  second  to  draw 
still  closer  tho  bonds  of  cooperation  between  tho  Aymy  and  Navy  and 
third,  to  deem  that  an  extremely  giave  turn  of  tho  situation  con¬ 
fronted  Japan  (In  pursuance  of  Imperial  wishes,  MarQuis  KIDO,  Lord 
Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal,  explained  to  Ceneral  TCJO,  Prime  Minister 
and  Navy  Minister 'OlKiu/A  this  meant  that  the  decision  of  the  Imperial 
conference  of  September  6  be  scrapped  and  the  utmost  efforts  be  put 
forth  to  bring  the  negotiaiicn  with  imterica  to  an  amioable  conclusion) 
Another  case  in  paint,  no  less  salient  was  the  Bmporor's  remark  to 


Prime  Minister  TOJC,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war  that  it  would  break 


bis  heart  to  go  to  war  with  England.  Again,  the  Impsrl-nl  Piet'cript  on 
the  declaration  of  war  stated  that  it  was  against  Hie  Majesty's  will 


to  open  hostilities  with  America  and  Britain.  I^st,  but  not  least 
important  was  the  attitude  of  tb-i  Emperor  toward  his  messages  to  the 
nation.  Every  successive  Cabinet  durii^  the  war  petitioned  the 
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-mporor  to  grant  a  naaaage  to  the  nation,  by  way  of  enoouraglng  thanii 
®ttt  the  petitiona  wore  Inrariably  turned  down  by  the  Binporor  on  the 
ground  that  auoh  a  neaaage  would  inevitably  glorify  war  and  Justify 
agg^salon  againat  the  old  tradition  of  the  Imperial  Oourt, 
aolioitoua  for 


always 

peaoe,  as  it  would  be  impossibl.e  to  stress  the  neoe** 
ssity  ^or  restoring  peaoe  at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity  in  the 
said  message, 

^11  of  the  above  matters  wore  diuoussed  ly  His  Majesty  in  his 
talks  with  Mariiuis  KZDO,  Lo(rd  Krsepgr  of  the  jPrivj'  Snel , 

^  divergeuc’-o  af  views  developed  unong  the  Cabinet  members, 

Senior  Statsmon  and  the  High  Command  on  the  quostloa  os  to  whether 
J’apan  should  aooept  tho  Potsdam  De'Jlaration  or  not,  The  situation 
was  so  oomplioated  that  Imperial  intervention  was  invoked.  That 
Marquis  KIDO,  then  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal,  bent  his  all  in 
hia  oonversations  with  the  ^psror  to  the  restoration  of  peaoe. 

He  had  audienoes  with  the  Emperor  several  times  dally  in  those  heotio 
daya,  and  various  documents,  brought  to  light  after  the  termination 
of  the  mr  substantiates  these  faots.  In  short,  as  shown  above 
Marquis  KIDO,  Lord  Keeper  of  the  ft*ivy  Seal  scrupulously  acted  in 
pursuance  of  Imperial  wishes.  In  pre>war  days  I  know  froa  his  oonver- 

m 

sations  and  acts  that  he,  did  everything  in  hia  power  to  avert  war, 
and  during  the  war,  he  devoted  hia  all  to  the  restoration  of  peaoe,  by 
terminating  hostilities  at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity. 


L 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/271396/ 


1^  VI' 
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Osf*  Doc,  #  2248 

Mr 

10*  Inoideatally,  it  ii»orbbe  questioned  why  an  Imperial  decision  was 
not  invoked  to  avert  war  prior  to  or  even  at  the  qpenit^  of  bostili* 
tieSf  especially  since  peace  was  restored,  by  terminating  hostilities, 
thanks  to  an  Imperial  intervention*  The  answer  to  this  apparently 
natural  question  may  bo  found  in  the  role,  scrupulously  and  ccnsistent** 
ly  played  by  the  £mporor  as  constitutional  monai'ch*  Aa  already  raout»iC£i.d 
tione^  Uis  Majesty  could  not  cany  out  his  own  views  even  if  he  had 
®  different  opinion  on  the  matter,  once  a  decision  was  s'abmitted^oto 
the  Throne  for  sanction  through  established  fornnlities  and  channels 
by  the  responsi'ulo  sutborities  undor  (constitutional  provisions*  That 
Majesty  ccomnded  General  TOvO  to  foivi  a  ivjw  Cabinet  so  as  to 
scrap  the  decision  of  the  Imperial  coiiforonce  of  Soptembor  6  and  con** 
tinue  negotiation  with  ^jrica  foi*  brlP'jing  it  to  an  amicable  con¬ 
clusion  was  the  last  effort,  permitted  to  him,  along  peaceful  lines* 

Had  the  %iperor  refused  to  declare  v7ar  on  <lc)orioa,  it  was  the  opinion 
of  the  Hmparor,  KIDO  and  others  of  us  close  to  the  Throne  that  unfore¬ 
seen  consequences  might  have  be-en  usherod  in,  including  a  coup  d'etat, 
staged  by  the  aimed  lorces*  The  Array  and  Navy,  which  had  gone 
through  rigorous  training  for  years  would  have  preferred  a  coup  d'etqt 
to  yialdir^  to  America  without  fighting,  falling  back  on  popalar  senJM.- 
ments  which  might  have  run  high  against  America* 

That  tho  Hmperor  failed  to  take  peaco  moves  during  the  war  was  due 
to  the  non-separate  peace  treaty,  which  v/as  concluded  with  Gemany  and 
Italy  inn  December,  1941#  J^or  the  sake  of  international  faith.  His 
,  -  14  - 
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Daf,  Doo,  M  221»fl 

refrained  from  talcing  aoBr  peace  more  until  Oemaqy  and  Xtaiy 

oollapsad* 

After  the  eollapee  of  Germany  and  Italy |  Japan  waa  no^longer 
bound  by  the  said  non»aaparate  treaty*  Maanwblloi  the  dmarioan 
bomblnga  grew  in  intensity  with  the  passage  of  eoroary  tho 

dmerioan  landing  operations  on  the  Japanese  mainland  wore  Imnluonti 
*bile  Japan*s  defence  structure  was  cov  ccmploted  yet*  The  situation 
cried  aloud  for  seme  improvemsnti  and  yet  a  oonfuaibg  divergence  of 
views  developed  among  the  resporaible  authorities,  including  the 
Cabinet  memboro  thor-eives  who  disagreed*  In  view  of  tto  gravity  of 
the  situation*  Prime  Uinister  »>UJjUKI  petitioned  the  ^perr**  for 
decision*  Whereupon,  tho  Emperor  made  an  exceptional  depart*^  fresn 
the  traditional  vr?.y  personally  intei'^/’ensd  to 

rastora  peace,  by  terminating  hosli.ilities.  The  attitude  \fQ.B  pursued 
by  Marquis  KllX),  as  lord  Keeper  of  tho  Privy  Seal  in  this  all-lmpor«* 
tant  question  was  in  full  accord  with  the  course  pursued  by  the 
Ebporor* 

t 

11*  I  beard  that  rumor  was  current  in  a  section  of  the  public  that 
during  the  Pacific  war,  Marquis  KIDO,  Lord  Keeper  of  tho  Privy  Seal 
prevented  Senior  Statesmen  from  having  audiences  with  the  Emperor  to 
submit  their  reports  to  the  Throne,  but  nothing  is  farther  from  the 
truth*  The  formalities  for  petitioning  for  on  audience  with  the 
Eotperor  are  in  charge  of  the  Board  of  Chamberlains,  in  which  I  served 

•»  15  •• 
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as  Deputy  Grand  Chamberlain*  When  a  petition  for  an  audience  with 
Imperor  was  received  by  the  Board  of  Ohamlerlains,  it  was  ocnmunioated 
to  the  Umperor.  It  was  oustanaiy  for  the  Board  of  Chamberlains  to 
ocanunioate  with  the  Office  of  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal  about 
the  name  of  the  pereen  to  be  received  in  audience  by  the  Emperor 
and  date  of  audience  after  the  petition  was  sanctioned  by  the  Eaperor 
and  eveiythttig  about  the  audience,  petitioned  for,  was  fisedr 
Ushering  of  one.  granted  an  audience  and  other  matters  v/ere  also  in 
charge  of  the  Board  of  Chamberlains.  It  was  an  exceptionally  rare 
case,  but  when  a  lord  Keeper  of  the  iVivy  Seal  had  an  audience  with 
the  Emperor,  he  might  souBtimes  pscition  Hio  Idajeoty  to  grant  an 
audience  to  Mr.  SO  and  SO.  Even  in  suoh  a  case-  be  woi:ld  oonwunlcate 
with  the  Grand  Chamberlain,  v/hi?3  unhorirg  of  tha  p-.’sca  grant -.d  an 

other  matters  would  be  handled  by  the  Board  of  Chamberlains 


as  in  other  cases* 

Therefore,  if  a  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal  wanted  to  prevent 
Mr*  SO  and  SO  frem  having  an  audienco  with  tLo  2knperor,  he  would  have 
to  negotiate  with  the  Grand  Chamberlain  in  advance  for  the  purpose  anl 
have  an  understanding  with  him.  or  he  would  have  to  reauest  the  Grand 
Chamberlain  not  to  grant  an  audience  in  case  Mr.  ?0  and  SO  petitioned  ' 
for  an  audience  with  the  Emperor.  As  it  was.  however.  Marquis  KIDO. 

Lord  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal  took  no  such  action  within  my  knowledge 
....  _ _ Haerd  of  Chami)erlains  as  Eoputy  Grand  Chamber 
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The  <hrend  Ohomberlain  told  oe  Marquie  SUX}  never  asked  him  te 
prevent  anyone  frcm  havii^  an  audience  V7ith  the  Smperor*  On  the 
other  handf  those«  accorded  treatment  due  te  Ministers  of  State  mere 
regularly  invited  by  the  feperor  to  lundheon  since  1941*  Especially 
Prince  KQNCVE  f'dften  had  opportunites  to  havo  access  to  the  Emperor, 
as  be  not  only  was  frequently  invitod  to  luncheon  by  the  Iknperor  with 
treatment  due  to  his  former  office  being  ac’.'urut:(l  to  him-  and  in 
addition  had  audiences  with  Uis  Majesty  as  coo  of  the  £.X£l^/jEt  or 


five  i^gent  Houses 


DSPONEMT  /S/  Tadataka  (seal  ) 

1,  HOZU&I,  Shigetake  hereby  certify  that  the  above  statement  was 
sworn  by  the  Deponent,  who  affixed  his  signature  and  seal  thereto  in 


the  presence  of  this  witness 


WITNESS  t  /s/  HOZlAil,  Shigetaka  (seal) 


In  accordance  with  ny  oonsclenoe  1  swear  to  tell  the  Tliole  truth 


withholding  nothing  and  adding  nothing 


/S/  HlACHaTA,  Tadataka  (seal) 
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